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The History of the Transformation of Urban Space of
Seoul and Urban Policy I1: Search for Planning Paradigm
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ABSTRACT

Hong-Bin Kang

In Korean planning history, there has never been a comprehensive policy which
focuses on the central urban area. This is due to the lack of theoretical,
methodological and empirical studies to define the spatial extent of the urban core
in order to support such policies to be formulated. Also there has been little effort
to bring the various policles and regulation of different fields under a single
framework. Even the City Planning Legislation which is the legal framework for
the management of central urban area only suggests a vague definition of the
spatial limits and concept of what urban core is. The parallel position of other
legislations such as the Legislation for Industrial Location and Development
undermine the implementation of a comprehensive and consistent management
policy.

This study examines the epistemological and axiomological premise of how the
problems of past policies were produced and resolved. This paper also examines the
paradigmatic character that runs through the diverse policies which were
implemented in different periods with differing objectives. Through this analysis one
can understand the character and structural limitations of past policies and find the
current agenda for future policy formulation.
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