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Searching Policy Alternatives of Establishing and Implementing
Regional Planning in Seoul Metropolitan Area
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ABSTRACT Im Gon Cho

Of great importance is regional planning in Seoul Metropolitan Area where the most vital pa
of Korean political, economic, social, cultural activities take place. Seoul Metropolitan An
currently encompasses several political jurisdictions. Under local autonomy, it is getting harder :
harder to establish and implement regional planning. It is not surprising that local autonon
hinders effective regional planning as we see in many countries’ experience.

Many countries’ recent experience shows that several regional efforts, however, have been 1
to deal with local selfish decisions in order to provide regionally Adequate Public Faciliti
Different countries show their own ways to deal with those problems. This paper examines ]
countries’ experience and surveys theoretical arguments for establishing and implementing reg
planning in a large city. On the basis of these experience and theoretical arguments, pol
alternatives in turn are suggested.

In the short run, the national government should provide monetary incentives for loc
governments that provide regionally adequate public facilities. In the meantime, local governmer
should cooperate in providing regionally required public facilities and accumulate knowledge ¢
expertise in how to act for regional sustainable development. In the long run, the natior
government should devolve regional planning authority to local governments as well as correspon
revenue sources to successful implement regional plans that are made by those local governments.
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