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A Study on Implementing Vehicle's Idling Control by Law in Seoul
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ABSTRACT Kim, Woon-Soo - Kim, Jeong-Ah

Concerns about clean air quality are not new, but the necessity of clean air has never been so
poignant. An interview survey of 2002 indicates that of all urban public policies in Seoul, first priority
was given to the clean air quality management. However, most of the citizens were surprisingly not
quite sure that air quality would not be easily improved in the future. They are also disappointed
from the recent briefings showing that Seoul is suffering the worst PMI0 pollution problem of the
Capital cities of OECD countries. Facing these problems, Seoul City., needs to prepare a more
comprehensive air quality improvement plan, including all detailed action programs. However, it still
requires more innovative alternatives that can urge citizens voluntarily involve in the reduction of
pollutants emission from the viewpoints of bottom-up approach. With the revision of National Clean
Air Act of 2002, there was a heightened interest in establishing an idling control by-law. In line with
implementing vehicle's idling control as a bottom-up approach for air quality management. this paper
presents an overview of why and how the by-law is conceived, developed and implemented, and
describes the city's preliminary plans to advise citizens of the by-law and its enforcement aimed at
reducing idling-related air pollution. In particular, a successful anti-idling campaign can serve as a
potential catalyst for public involvement in the reduction of air pollutants in Seoul. Idling in Seoul is
ubiquitous. Its prevalence provides an opportunity to engage citizens in an activity that has a direct
relationship to urban air quality. The launching of both vehicle's idling control by law and anti-idling
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campaign clearly will change the behaviour of citizens vehicle use, thereby learning the role that
each can play in improving air quality. While a wide array of public activities contribute to
urban air pollution, one stands out for the potential ease with which it can be altered. This
activity involves having motorists turn their engines off while parked and waiting in their vehicle.
While other activities, such as mass-commuting, clearly play a more critical role regarding
emissions, engine idling behaviour is far more amenable to being altered. Further, broad public
participation in this activity can be used in future campaigns to leverage more meaningful and
challenging changes in behaviour. Additionally, reducing engine idling will bring the added benefit
of lowering smog emissions and promoting the health of those individuals who are frequently

exposed to emissions from idling engines.
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