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A Case Study of the Mutual Adaptation between Architectural
Elements and Urban Context

Focused on the Basilica Santa Maria Maggiore and the Urban Reform Project
Accomplished in the 16th Century in Rome -

Jin-Young Chun*
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ABSTRACT : The purpose of this study is to reveal the relationship between urban transformation
and its consequent adaptation of the architectural elements in the area, in the case of Basilica
Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome. The Basilica Santa Maria Maggiore is the conceptual center of
the urban intervention accomplished by the Pope Sixtus V. In most of the cases, the descriptions
of historical urban projects lack visions in architectural scale. But when the urban contexts
change, so do the architectural contents, in order to meet the new needs of urban conditions. So
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far, the Urban Reform Project of Sixtus V in Rome has been regarded as one of the most
outstanding references among urban scaled projects. In terms of urban project point of view, the
observation of the transformation process of the Basilica, after the intervention done by the Pope
at the end of 16th century, shows how the architectural elements are articulated closely with the
evolution of urban contexts. The results of this study are as follows; 1. The urban tissue around
the Basilica was modified in concordance with the Strada Felice (urban spine of Sixtus V's
intervention). 2. Inside the Basilica, two new chapels were built on the extension lines of three
new street axis around the Basilica. 3. A column was erected on the opposite side of the obelisk
but on the symmetric axis of the whole building of the Basilica, which differs from the obelisk
laid on the axis of Strada Felice. 4. In the 19th century, a new street of 'Via Torino' was formed
in relationship with a cupola of the Basilica.

Key Words : Urban Reform Project, Pope Sixtus V, Basilica S. Maria Maggiore, Visual Axis,
Urban Context
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