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An Alternative Institution of Local Service Provision : The Local
Service Special District*
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ABSTRACT : The metropolitan area is a complicated structure tangled by a multiplicity of local
governments. A variety of the demands and interests of residents owing to such a metropolitan
organization is coordinated in the framework of metropolitan administration in various ways.
From the viewpoint of metropolitan public economies formed by the provision and production of
various local services rather than the bureaucratic standpoint of the metro-wide government, the
local service provision by a single metropolitan government may be very restrictive. The special
district is a local government which is able to have boundaries overlapped with the existing local
governments including municipalities. Thus it can be a “niche” local institution in such
metropolitan local service provision. There is no formal special district for local services in
Korea. Based on some instances of such a “de facto” special district, however, the institution of
the local service special district is proposed to be studied.
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