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Promoting Urban-Based Ecotourism in Seoul
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ABSTRACT : Seoul has not only historical and cultural heritages but also natural resources such
as green area, farmland, forest, river and wetland. Although Seoul is a metropolis, the biotops of
Seoul comprise more than 40% of the entire city area. Even if Seoul has a plenty of ecological
resources, they are not sufficient to satisfy citizens' recreational demands and to develop
competitive ecotourism products. The purpose of this study is to provide urban-based ecotourism
products to citizens and visitors, by investigating distribution of biotop and ecotourism demands.
Five sub-regions are identified which have different themes and characteristics of ecotourim in
Seoul. Plans to promote Seoul's ecotourism are proposed. The plans include establishing the
department which is solely responsible for ecotourism policies as well as expounder management
and information provision. Improving environmental expounding programs is one of the foremost
critical issue to vitalize ecotourism in Seoul. Interpretation services must be flexible and
augmented to meet peak season demands and self-guiding needs. Mobile high-tech devices, such
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as PDA and MP3 player, will easily provide self-guiding interpretation programs for the

destination.

Key Words : ecotourism, survey of ecotourism demand, ecology interpretation
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