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ABSTRACT : Although there have been innumerable research in examining exorbitant housing price
in Seoul, the actual living of residents was not proved enough. To reveal this aspect, the paper aims
to analyze the change of home-ownership rate in Korea with the demographic approach. In particular,
this paper uses three major demographic methods including standardization, factor decomposition and
life table analysis. As buying a house needs certain amount of capital accumulation, it is closely
related with an age structure. The home-ownership rate in 2005 has increased compared to 1985.
However, when the age structure in 2005 is standardized to 1985, the home-ownership rate has rather
decreased than 1985. Especially, young householders’ home-ownership rate, who try to be
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economically and socially independent from their parents, have been rapidly decreased. This research

makes possible to analyze the home-ownership rate by dividing the population and the proportion

rate. This approach is the foundation stone which will help concentrate on the issues on polarization

of wealth.

Key Words : demography, home-ownership rate, standardization, factor decomposition, life table
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