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A Comparison of Korean and Japanese Homeless People:
An Examination on ‘Older Homeless’*

Soo-Hyun Kim**
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ABSTRACT : This paper begins with a simple question that why homeless people in Korea and
Japan are much older than those in western countries. The homeless in the two countries are on
average older but less substance addicted and more engaged in working. Is it possible to call them
‘Asian homeless’ which may be distinguished as a unique style of homeless people? Comparing the
characteristics of homeless people among Korea, Japan and western countries, we can find many
different aspects of homelessness. The differences in age, work, mental health and historical
background such as day-labor market Yoseba and skid row hotel Doya are particular characters of
Asian homeless people. In spite of those differences, however, this paper focuses on the welfare system
which can not protect the older people from being homeless. The issue is not the older homeless
itself but the welfare system. This paper should be developed with more accurate comparative studies
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which include survey on the homeless in each countries with same questionnaires. From these
comparative studies we can expect more in-depth and comprehensive understandings on Korean
homeless issues.

Key Words : homeless, Korean and Japanese homeless, older homeless
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