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Determinants of Gentrification and Its Locational Characteristics
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ABSTRACT : This study aims to identify the spatial pattern of gentrified areas and to analyze their
locational and influential factors using logistic regression and multiple linear regression. Analytical results
indicate that the gentrified areas are distributed around the relatively underdeveloped northeast, northwest,
and southwest of Seoul. Also, the gentrification index turns out to be high in Gangnam districts and the
outskirts of Seoul, suggesting that gentrification is closely related to urban development projects. According
to logistic regression, gentrified areas have low population density and poor urban economy, but high
education level and household diversity. As a whole, these areas may be considered depressed, but they
have growth potential. According to multiple linear regression, gentrification increases the population and
changes the population composition, housing type, and social diversity of the residents. Particularly, social
diversity is found to be significant both in the analyses of locational and influence factors. These results are

confirmed that social diversity not only leads to gentrification but also results from gentrification.
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