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The Perceived Socio—Cultural Meanings of the Traditional Retail Space

- A Qualitative Content Analysis of the Text Narratives on Visiting

Traditional Retail Markets in Seoul —
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ABSTRACT : Analyzing online blog contents posted by the visitors, this study extracted themes and
categories on the socio-cultrual meanings and the perceived characteristics of traditional markets in
modern society. The blog contents were analyzed using qualitative content analysis approach. From the
analyses, three categories of repetitive socio-cultural themes were found: 1) human interaction, 2) past
memories (nostalgia) 3) alternative space. First, the visitors perceived the markets as humane place. When
the visitors experience social interaction with the vendors at the markets, positive sentiments such as
humane, inclusiveness, and liveliness evolved and were perceived as the market's unique characteristics.
Second, the markets are perceived as space for past memories. The visitors often recall their past
memories and positive sentiments regarding their visits to the markets in the past or in their youth. Third,
recognizing the contrasts between markets and modernized retail chains, visitors perceive markets as an
alternative space to rectify negative aspects of modern society and its retail space. These findings provide
policy implications on how traditional retail space should be planned in the future.
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wrestle with big questions involving the meaning of life, you may be having an existential crisis. (Vocabulary.com))
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